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Winternitz e^^ 5^*^tfg ioa^bc^a "It is a true popular 
epic like the Mahabharatha and has become the wealth 
of the whole nation. Scarcely has any other poem in 
the range of whole literature influenced the poetry and 
the life of the people for centuries. It has been kept 
alive for more than twenty centuries and continues to 
live. People of all grades and classes, high and low, 
princes and peasants, merchants and artisans, princesses 
and shepherdesses-all are familiar with the characters 
and the story of the great epic 
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The practice which enjoins on the people the reading 
of Ezuthaccan's Ramayana everyday as a matter of 
obligatory religious duty still lingers in the nooks and 

corners of Malabar, in spite of the temptations of 
critical thought. 7 
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the Ramayaaa of Kamban, the world possesses an epic 
which can challange comparison not merely with the 
Iliad and the Aeneid, the Paradise Lost and the Maha 
bharata but with its original itself, namely the Rama- 
yana of Valmiki,' 
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People say that I have no sympathy for 
modernism I can only pity them. I am not enemy of 
science and technology, the train, the phone, the plane, 
the T.V., the spacecraft, These are all irreplaceable. If you 
go thrhough my writings carefully and dispassionately 
you are sure to attribute ro me unqualified admiration 
for the sort of government that the Russians have in 
their country, My ideal briefly stated is socialism plus 
God plus Religion. I may be defender of lost causes. 
But 1 think, it is better to cling firmly to some thing 
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